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WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

MUSIC | Worship 

• INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs you like best, but here are a few 
songs that go along with this month’s theme.  
 

o "O Taste and See" (Bethel Music Kids) 
o "Ask, Seek, Knock" (Hillsong Kids) 
o "You Change Me" (People of the Earth) 
o "You are My All in All" (Shout Praises Kids) 

 
 

Welcome to another day at the museum!  Today, we will be “touring” or 
discussing the ZOO!!! 

 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITY | What Do I Smell? 

• One thing that we can all agree on when it comes to zoos is that they can really smell!  
• Let’s discuss some of the different exhibits we would visit and how good or bad they smell. 
• What are other smells that we have around the house that would smell better than the zoo? 

o Have everyone go grab something that smells good (or bad) to share with the group.  
____________________________________ 

• That was a really fun experience for our noses!  
• Did any of the smells stand out to you? Why or why not? 

THE BIG IDEA 
Following God makes  

us stand out. 
 
 
 
 

THE BIBLE 
Jesus Leaves His Hometown: 
Luke 4:22–30; Psalm 71:1–6 
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POLL | Unique Animals 
• Zoos have all sorts of animals! However, there are some animals that we can't see at the usual 

zoo. But our day at the zoo involves talking about the unique animal exhibits you find at the zoo 
and even maybe pay an extra cost to see!! 

• Let’s name some super unique animals at the zoo that we really never get to see 
__________________________________________ 
 

• Now, Let's take a poll and see which of these animals you think is the most unique. 
• What does it mean to be unique? 
• What do you think makes you unique? 
• Would you rather be unique and stand out, or ordinary and common? Why? 

 
 

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

BIBLE STORY | Jesus Leaves His Hometown 
• Welcome, museum goers! I have loved being your tour guide for the Bible story exhibits and 

exploring how we can experience God through our senses!  
• Learning about God has never smelled sweeter. 
• INSTRUCTIONS: For today's story from Luke 4:22–30, have kids listen for the clues in the verses on 

how to act (i.e., amazed or furious).  
• Today's Bible story is about what happened right after Jesus taught in the synagogue, which we 

talked about last week. Jesus had just finished telling people that who the old prophets had been 
talking about, this Savior that everyone was waiting for, was finally here. Because Jesus was 
here!  

• But not everyone received this news well in the town of Nazareth, where Jesus was teaching all 
this. This town is actually where Jesus grew up. Many people had probably known Jesus since he 
was young.  

• [Read Luke 4:22–30 from your Bible. Pause after each verse and have kids act out how Jesus' 
audience might have reacted.]  

• Whoa! That escalated almost as fast as a cheetah going from zero to sixty in three seconds! The 
crowd got so angry at what Jesus was saying. If anger were a smell, you could probably smell it 
from miles away. 

• Why do you think they were so angry? 
• Maybe they thought they would be getting special treatment because they were from his 

hometown. After all, they had heard Jesus had done amazing things in other places, like 
Capernaum. Maybe they couldn't believe that Jesus was who he said he was because they had 
known him ever since he was very young. 

• Whatever the case, Jesus told them they were missing the point. They were so caught up in their 
anger that they didn't realize the Savior was right in front of them. And sadly, Jesus left his 
hometown to continue his ministry in other towns.  
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BIG IDEA | Following God makes us stand out. 

 
 

• The greatest part about following God is that God gives us a new identity. We get to live life for 
God, and not for anyone else or ourselves. This leads all our words and actions to point to God, 
and that makes us stand out for the best reason ever.  

• If people could smell our actions, I would hope our scent stands out (in a good way) because 
following God makes us stand out! 

 
 
STORY | Kindness That Stands Out 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Share a story about a time you, or someone you witnessed, were kind to 
someone who others were not kind to or who did not seem to deserve kindness. Tell the kids what 
was going through your mind, how it made you stand out, and bring it back to how Jesus calls us 
to show love to everyone. 

• Jesus knew that God's love is for everyone, and Jesus was very open about that fact. Jesus stood 
out because Jesus chose to follow God's desire for all people to know God's love. 

• Following God makes us stand out. God wants us to be open about showing love and kindness to 
those around us, even if it causes us to stand out.  

• Is there a time when you stood out because you showed kindness in an unexpected way? 
 
 
BIBLE | READ Psalm 71:1–6 

• This day at the zoo has been so fun! But . . . do you smell that? It smells like rain to me!  
• Take a look around the room. Where would you be able to go to keep dry from the rain? 
• Following God makes us stand out, and sometimes, things happen that make us feel like we're 

being rained on. Maybe you are teased for praying before eating your lunch at school. Maybe 
you invited a friend to church, but they said no. Maybe you keep praying for a family member 
who is sick, and they aren't getting better.  

• When things like this happen, where can we go to "keep dry?" Let's read Psalm 71:1–6 and find 
out. 

• What do these verses say about where we can go or who we can turn to when we are feeling 
sad, embarrassed, worried, or helpless? 

• Following God makes us stand out, but we don't stand out alone. God is always with you. God is 
here for you, no matter what you're going through. 
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NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

REFLECTION | Smell Like God? 
• What are some things you smell at a zoo? Why does it smell this way? What smells stand out the 

most? 
• The zoo is full of smells that signal that you're close to an animal. 
• Now, you're not an animal (well, you know what I mean). But, when you know Jesus, you get a 

new identity that causes you to stand out! It's like you have a special smell. No, not a real smell.  
• INSTRUCTIONS: Read II Corinthians 2:15 aloud for the kids.  
• What could it look like for you to be the fragrance of Jesus to those around you? How can people 

"smell" God on you? 
• Following God makes us stand out. So, let's not be shy about our special smell that we get from 

knowing Jesus!  
 
 
MEMORY VERSE | Stand Up and Out 

 
Following God makes us stand out. So let's all sit down and take turns standing up to say the 
memory verse. Be willing to stand out from the crowd! 

 
PRAYER 

• Dear God, give us the courage to stand out from the crowd and follow you, even when it gets 
hard. Thank you for always being with us. Remind us that we're never alone when we stand out 
for you. Amen. 

 

DISCUSSION TIME 
 
DISCUSSION 

• What were the different ways people reacted to the things Jesus taught? 
• Why do you think Jesus teaching in his hometown affected how people received him? 
• Why did Jesus leave Nazareth?  
• Read Psalm 71:5–6. How can these verses encourage you as you follow God and stand out for 

God? 
• Can you describe a time when you might have been afraid of standing out?  
• What is one way that you stand out because you are a follower of Jesus?  
• Why is standing out for Jesus a good thing?  

 


