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Hope For Kidz—Sponsor a Sister Church Student 

 

 
 

Did you know Estero Church has had a sister-church in Cherette, Haiti, since 

2009?  Our sister-church relationship is facilitated by Reciprocal Ministries 

International (RMI), and you can read more about the church and our 

relationship at the end of this newsletter.  Our sister-church in Cherette also 

runs a school for area children.  Over the years, Estero Church family members have supported the school by 

sponsoring students through RMI’s Hope For Kidz program.  This year, there are 19 children who still need 

annual sponsorships to pay for their tuition, uniforms, books and supplies, and daily hot lunch.  Sponsors are 

needed by July 31 to have funds in place for the start of school in Haiti.  Annual sponsorships can be paid in 

full ($384) or on a monthly basis ($32) for a year.  We will have a sign-up table in our church lobby in early 

July.  Please watch this video showing a day in the life of a sponsored child from another village, then learn 

about the specific Cherette children needing sponsorship listed on the following pages of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

CONTACT MISSIONS@ESTERO.CHURCH FOR MORE INFO OR TO BECOME A SPONSOR 
-OR- 

SIGN-UP AT LOBBY TABLE JULY 3, 10, 17 
 
 

  

VIDEO 

https://www.rmibridge.org/
https://www.rmibridge.org/
https://www.rmibridge.org/hope-for-kidz.html
https://youtu.be/YeCiRGCwTNw
mailto:missions@estero.church
https://youtu.be/YeCiRGCwTNw


Hope For Kidz—Sponsor a Sister Church Student (continued) 

 

  



Hope For Kidz—Sponsor a Sister Church Student (continued) 

 

  



Cherette School—Educating Haiti’s Future 
 

 

Here are some photos from the Cherette Church School in 2022.  The school was started in 1972. 

They currently serve 364 children in grades K-9.  They have 22 teachers in 13 classrooms. 

 
 

 
  



Hope for Kidz—Sponsorship Info 
 

 
 

  



Meet Our Sister Church in Haiti—Cherette 
 

Cherette is about 8 miles from the epicenter of the 2021 earthquake. The Faith Works/Missions budget helps 

support yearly love gifts to the Cherette Church in partnership with Reciprocal Ministries International (RMI).  

Those gifts have helped with a project to add walls, rooms, floors, windows and doors to their church school; 

a generator to provide electricity on an ongoing basis to their church for the first time ever; and medical 

attention for a 10-year-old boy who had a leg crippled from birth. 

 

The Cherette area sits at the base of a mountain and has a population of 5,000. The main occupations are 

farmers, animal husbandry, and merchants.  The church was founded in 2001 with $40 US dollars. 

Average attendance is 325.  They have two adult choirs and a children’s choir.  They desire to have leadership 

studies for their youth, ladies’ and men’s groups.  They would also like to have business seminars about 

investing, saving, and vision.  They want to see people develop, so their long term goal is a trade school.  

 

 
 

 
  

https://www.rmibridge.org/


Cherette & Estero—Our Sister Church Story 
 

 

In 2009, the Estero Church Missions Team felt led to put their faith to work beyond our shores. Their prayers 

at that time confirmed Haiti as a country in which to seek a sister church.  The team explored organizations to 

help navigate the language, culture, and logistics of connecting to another church in a foreign country.  After 

careful consideration, they chose Reciprocal Ministries International (RMI), headquartered in Lehigh with staff 

in the US and Haiti.  RMI puts great emphasis on relationships and provides the necessary support to 

encourage visits and communications between sister churches. 

 

RMI introduced Estero Church to the Cherette church and helped 

arrange a week with them in Haiti, which was spent worshiping, 

evangelizing, playing with the many children, meeting with church 

deacons and pastors, witnessing with the women, and much more.  

Their hospitality and faith in the midst of great poverty completely 

overwhelmed our visiting team. 

 

One memorable event took place when they asked Cherette's pastor what the critical needs were for his 

church.  His first priority was Bibles for his congregation.  It took only a reach into luggage to meet this need, 

because our Estero Church team had brought 50 Creole Bibles as a gift to their sister-church, never knowing 

they were to be an answer to the pastor’s prayers.  The team left Cherette forever changed by their love and 

committed to them as a sister church. 

 

Over the years, deteriorating conditions within Haiti 

discouraged travel.  However, money from Estero Church 

Missions budget has continued to support the Cherette Church 

and school.  After the 2021 earthquake, we got news that both 

had been damaged in this year’s earthquake and many family 

homes had collapsed.  Estero Church money supplied crates of 

food for Cherette families as the most immediate need. 

They still need to repair church construction damaged by the 

earthquake and hope to add bathrooms, sinks, and more classrooms to the school.  Your regular giving to 

Estero Church helps support the Missions budget, which in turn helps support our fellow Christians in Cherette.  

But, if you wish to donate directly through RMI, please be sure to list Cherette as the sister-church name. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.rmibridge.org/
https://www.estero.church/give/
https://www.estero.church/give/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjWMtZXvGHu_nRnCy6GK_UnHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVlcvoa_39PFO-ibMVKKu30=


 

 
 

TO VOLUNTEER OR FOR MORE INFO ON ANY OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES 

EMAIL THE FAITH WORKS TEAM MISSIONS@ESTERO.CHURCH 

 
 

School Backpacks 
We purchase backpacks and basic school supplies in bulk to be packed by volunteers in May. 

The backpacks go to elementary students in the Super Kids Summer Reading Club at our 

church and elsewhere in the area. Extra backpacks are made for other area students who need 

them in the fall. We typically assemble 250 backpacks each year. 

 

Thanksgiving Food Build 
We typically provide 300+ area families with basic Thanksgiving food supplies that include a 

turkey plus sides and dessert. Bags are made for both traditional and Latino taste preferences. 

We buy the food in bulk, then the congregation helps pack and distribute bags of food on the 

Saturday before Thanksgiving.  

 

Christmas Angel Tree 
Christmas wish lists for area children in need are provided by trusted partners such as 

New Horizons, Wings of Shelter, etc. We typically provide 300+ unique gifts to the children. 

We also provide gift bags and cards to be distributed by other trusted area ministries. During 

Advent, the congregation can shop for gifts personally or donate for purchases by volunteers.  

 

Migrant Food Ministry 
A group of weekly volunteers procure and deliver staple food supplies (corn flour, potatoes, oil, 

etc.) during season to the Bonita Springs arm of the Redlands Christian Migrant Association, 

which operates child-care centers for migrant workers. Volunteers to shop for, organize, or 

deliver the food are welcome to help expand this ministry. 

 

Art Ministry 
A member of our Missions team teaches the art of mosaic glass to recovery groups and adults 

with developmental disabilities.  Students make a beautiful work of art using broken pieces of 

glass, while learning to see how broken people are pieced together by God to be His beautiful 

masterpieces. Donated supplies, or volunteers to get involved, are very welcome. 

 

Sewing Ministry 
This group sews needed items to bless others in our community and the world. They meet 

weekly in their own room within Fellowship Hall. They welcome all who are interested in using 

their creativity for God and are willing to teach those who want to learn to sew.  

 

 
Garden Ministry 
All are invited to feel God’s love in our garden, where church members and neighbors have 

produced over 3500 pounds of food donated to Interfaith Charities while also growing caring 

relationships with each other.  

  Put Your Faith in Action 

Congregational Opportunities 

mailto:MISSIONS@ESTERO.CHURCH


 
 
 

TO VOLUNTEER OR FOR MORE INFO ON ANY OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES 

CLICK THE MINISTRY NAME TO GO DIRECTLY TO THEIR WEBSITE 

 
 

New Horizons of Southwest Florida 
Faith based organization striving to empower at-risk youth to reach their full potential through tutoring, 

mentoring and faith building.  We support this program through our budget and by having children 

on campus participating in daily after-school programs. Volunteers are encouraged! 

 

Burning Bush Ministries 
Making disciples and serving Fort Myers in the context of small communities that embody and reveal the 

Kingdom of God on the margins. 

 

Come As You Are 
One of the Burning Bush Communities serving homeless/nearly homeless families, children, and Veterans 

in the Fort Myers area by offering food, support, and Bible study. 

 

FGCU Gulf Coast Wesley 
Providing a congregational connection to the United Methodist Church for college students. 

 

FGCU Young Life 
Introducing college students to Jesus and helping them grow in faith. 

 

God’s Protected Harbor 
Providing permanent supportive housing, enhanced with Christian care, for adults with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities. 

 

Interfaith Charities of South Lee 
Feeding the hungry and providing hope and help for those in need. 

 

Love INC 
Mobilizing local churches to transform lives and communities by verifying client needs that can be met 

through participating churches, with the goal of connecting them to a church. 

 

One Way Out 
Helping women become free and whole by going wherever they are to develop relationships, 

meet practical needs, and walk with them in a strong Christian faith-based program. 

 

Pregnancy Resource Center 
Part of a network of clinics and education centers providing medical based pregnancy confirmation 

and education for those facing unplanned pregnancy and sexual health crises. 

 

St. Matthew’s House 
Providing addiction recovery and other services. 

 

Wings of Shelter 
Offering restoration, rehabilitation, and safe housing to minor female survivors of trafficking while fighting 

against factors that encourage trafficking. 

  Put Your Faith in Action 

Community Opportunities 

https://www.newhorizonsofswfl.org/
https://www.burningbushcommunities.org/communities.php
https://www.burningbushcommunities.org/communities.php
http://gulfcoastwesley.org/
https://getinvolved.fgcu.edu/organization/younglifecollege
https://godsprotectedharbor.org/
https://www.icslee.org/volunteer
https://www.loveincswfl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OneWayOutMinistries/
https://www.prcnaples.org/
https://stmatthewshouse.org/
https://www.wingsofshelter.com/what-we-do.html


 
 
 

FOR MORE INFO ON ANY OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES 

EMAIL THE FAITH WORKS TEAM MISSIONS@ESTERO.CHURCH 

 
 

 
 

Cuba 

La Levisa is our sister-church in Báguanos, which is in the Holguín province of 

southeast Cuba. During annual missions trips led by Yady and Cesar Galano, we 

fellowship with them, as well as helping with ministries for the underserved deaf 

Christians of Cuba. These are amazing trips that provide exposure to a beautiful 

culture in a safe environment with ability to use your skills no matter what they are! 

You do not need to know Spanish or sign-language to participate. There is a visa 

process that takes time, so if you are interested, email yadigalano74@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Haiti 

Estero Church has a sister church in Cherette, Haiti, about 8 miles from 

the epicenter of the 2021 earthquake.  The Cherette Church runs a 

school for children that our church has supported financially in 

partnership with Reciprocal Ministries International (RMI).  The Missions 

budget helps support yearly love gifts to the Cherette Church.  

Individuals in our congregation support students through RMI’s 

Hope for Kidz program.  The needs in Haiti are tremendous, and we are 

always in prayer for their continued success.  To sponsor a child or to 

learn more about our Cherette Church relationship, email 

missions@estero.church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Put Your Faith in Action 

Global Opportunities 

LA LEVISA 

 

SEE PAGES 1-3 IN THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER TO LEARN ABOUT SPONSORING A CHILD 

FROM OUR SISTER CHURCH FOR THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR 

mailto:MISSIONS@ESTERO.CHURCH
mailto:yadigalano74@gmail.com
https://www.rmibridge.org/
https://www.rmibridge.org/hope-for-kidz.html
file:///C:/Users/ronro/Documents/EUMC/Missions/Newsletter/missions@estero.church

