
UMC FORMED IN 1969.  
It was an experiment in wide tent 
theological pluralism. Wide tent 
theological pluralism means that 
our structures were designed to 

have a high toleration for differing 
interpretations of scripture and the 
ways to live out the faith. It was a 
live and let live, think and let think 
experiment. The two main streams 

of interpretation of scripture and 
how to apply it to the life of the 
church were based on either a 
more traditionalist/conservative 
view and a more progressive/

liberal point of view. 

BOOK OF DISCIPLINE (BOD) 
A strategy of “civil disobedience” to 

our Book of Discipline (BOD) 
began to be enacted in the church 

when retired Bishop Melvin G 
Talbert performed a same gender 
wedding in an Alabama church in 
October of 2013. Bishop Talbert 

performed this ceremony in direct 
violation of the current BOD and 
the direct request of the Alabama 
Bishop to not proceed. Since that 

time, various Clergy and Boards at 
every level of the institution have 
violated their vows to uphold the 

BOD with impunity.  
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Purpose: We are trying to answer the question:  

How did the United Methodist Church get here?

WEEK 1

1

53 YEARS HAVE PASSED. 
Over the subsequent 53 years, 

those two points of view have led 
their adherents to increasingly 
divergent conclusions on the 
nature, role, and authority of 

Scripture. We find as we follow 
those ways of interpretation to their 
logical conclusions that they have 
led us to entirely different places. 

Subsequently, we are coming apart 
at the seams. Human sexuality 

became the presenting issue and 
the one that gets all of the press, 
but the issues are much deeper 
and more fundamental than that. 
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Articles to review: 

Juicy Ecumenism: History of the Theological currents 
in the UMC 

Religion News Service: 'For United Methodists, the 
center is not holding'

Matthews UMC, NC: History, Structure, and Beliefs of 
the UMC

Summation of UMC Current Landscape by Arkansas 
Bishop Gary Mueller

Websites for further research: 

FLUMC: The Continuing United 
Methodist Church 

PeopleNeedJesus: Top Ten QA on 
Disaffiliation 

https://www.flumc.org/the-continuing-united-methodist-church
https://www.flumc.org/the-continuing-united-methodist-church
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/08/15/top-ten-qa-on-disaffiliation/
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/08/15/top-ten-qa-on-disaffiliation/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/01/21/why-united-methodist-church-splitting/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/01/21/why-united-methodist-church-splitting/
https://religionnews.com/2022/08/19/for-united-methodists-the-center-is-not-holding/
https://religionnews.com/2022/08/19/for-united-methodists-the-center-is-not-holding/
https://matthewsumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Introduction-to-The-UMC-copy-from-NBUMC.pdf
https://matthewsumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Introduction-to-The-UMC-copy-from-NBUMC.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIWwl9CepQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIWwl9CepQ4
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