
Hope Fulfilled
An Advent Devotional



Introduction

Over two thousand years ago, the Jewish priest, Zechariah, longed for God 
to rescue his people.  Zechariah served faithfully as a priest in Jerusalem, and 
he tried to follow the Lord’s commands.  He was righteous before God.  Yet, 
Zechariah also knew the brokenness of his own people and how easily they 
turned away from God.  He knew the darkness of the world and the struggles 
people had every day.  In the midst of that, Zechariah waited eagerly for 
redemption.  He kept seeking forgiveness for his people.  He kept watch for the 
fulfillment of God’s ancient promises.  He kept looking for God to show up in a 
new way.  He was searching for hope.

Today, many of us feel the same way.  We are trying to live the right way, 
and yet we feel overwhelmed by the problems of the world.  We want to 
see God do something new in our communities, and we wonder when that 
breakthrough will happen.  As we try to balance our families, work, health, and 
commitments, we also find ourselves asking: when are things going to change?  
We are searching for hope.

In the midst of his search, Zechariah held on to the promises of God.  
Zechariah refused to let his current circumstances distract him from turning 
to the Lord.  Even in the dark times, Zechariah looked to the Lord for hope.  
Eventually, his hope was realized through the birth of a baby boy — God’s very 
own son.

This year, we want to approach Advent like Zechariah.  We want to remember 
that Advent is a time to turn to the Lord.  Advent is about asking God to show 
up in a new way.  Advent is about waiting for the messiah to come and “shine 
upon those living in darkness” (Luke 1:79).  Advent is about God’s redemption 
coming in the form of a baby boy.  Advent is about seeing Hope Fulfilled.



Introduction

For the next four weeks, we invite you to spend intentional time with the Lord 
as we search for hope together.  Each day, we invite you to read the Scripture, 
reflect on the questions, pray, and conclude by spending a few minutes being 
grateful.  Each week of this devotional will focus on a slightly different theme as 
you wait for the coming of Jesus Christ.

Week 1: Searching for Hope

Week 2: Finding Hope in Dark Times

Week 3: Remembering God’s Promises

Week 4: Our Hope is Realized

It is our prayer that this devotional will help you remember God’s promise to 
shine upon you in the darkness.  We are praying that as you wait for the coming 
Savior this Christmas season, Jesus Christ will fulfill your hope.  Amen.



Week 1: Searching for Hope

The biblical understanding of hope is based on an 

honest and humble understanding of who we are and 

who God is.  To truly appreciate the Advent season, we 

have to spend time remembering why we are hoping 

for something better.  This week, we will spend time 

studying Scripture that helps us reflect on our need for a 

savior as we wait for God to fulfill his promises.



November 27 

Reading: 
Genesis 12:1-4; 15:1-6

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him… (Genesis 12:4)

Reflection Questions:
In these verses, how does Abram pursue hope as he waits on the promises of God?

How might God be challenging you to maintain hope in your own life as you wait on him?

Prayer:
Lord, help me obey you as I search for hope

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GEN.12.1-4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GEN.15.1-6.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GEN.12.4.NIV


November 28 

Reading: 
Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:21-26

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

Reflection Questions:
What do these verses teach us about who we are apart from the grace of God?

What sin or struggle in your life do you need to be honest about with God or others?

Prayer:
Lord, show me my own brokenness

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.14.1-3.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.3.21-26.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.3.23.NIV


November 29 

Reading: 
Psalm 51:1-12

Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow (Psalm 51:7)

Reflection Questions:
In this psalm, how does David search for hope in the midst of recognizing his own sin?

How do you need the Lord to forgive and cleanse you in order to move forward in your own life?

Prayer:
Lord, wash me and restore the joy of my salvation

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.51.1-12.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.51.7.NIV


November 30 

Reading: 
1 Samuel 1:1-2, 9-20

I am a woman who is deeply troubled… I was pouring out my soul to the Lord (1 Samuel 1:15)

Reflection Questions:
How does Hannah deal with her own lack of hope and her overwhelming grief?

What is causing you deep anguish that you need to “pour out” to the Lord?

Prayer:
Lord, see my misery and remember me

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/1sa.1.1-2.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/1sa.1.9-20.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/1sa.1.15.NIV


December 1 

Reading: 
Luke 18:1-8

And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
(Luke 18:7)

Reflection Questions:
How is Jesus asking his followers to be like the widow in this story?

What justice or hope do you need to pray for nonstop?

Prayer:
Lord, help me pray constantly for justice and hope

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.18.1-8.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.18.7.NIV


December 2 

Reading: 
Joshua 1:1-9

As I was with Moses, so I will be with you (Joshua 1:5)

Reflection Questions:
What does God instruct Joshua to do to maintain hope in the face of losing his mentor, Moses?

How does the promise of God’s presence enable you to face the challenges you have coming up?

Prayer:
Lord, give me the courage to walk forward

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jos.1.1-9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jos.1.5.NIV


Reading: 
Genesis 22:1-19

God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son (Genesis 22:8)

Reflection Questions:
How does God fulfill the hope that Abraham demonstrates in this story?

What hard thing is God asking you to do in order to see him provide something good?

As you reflect back on this first week of Advent, what is the Lord teaching you about what it 
means to search for hope?

Prayer:
Lord, help me search for hope, even if there are challenges along the way

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

Hope Fulfilled - December 3

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/gen.22.1-19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/gen.22.8.NIV


Week 2: Finding Hope in Dark Times

Life is often hard and difficult, and God’s people 

experience real struggles like everyone else.  Jesus 

was born in a manger because his parents couldn’t 

find a place to stay, and later, his family had to flee a 

murderous king.  The incarnate God experienced dark 

times just like we do.  This week, we will spend time 

studying Scripture that reminds us that God is with us 

even in the dark times.



December 4 

Reading: 
Isaiah 30:19-21

People of Zion… you will weep no more (Isaiah 30:19)

Reflection Questions:
In the midst of adversity and affliction, what does Isaiah promise in these verses?

When you are going through hard times, how does that affect your relationship with God?

Prayer:
Lord, show me the way so I might walk in it

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.30.19-21.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.30.19.NIV


December 5 

Reading: 
Ezekiel 37:1-14

I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life (Ezekiel 37:5)

Reflection Questions:
What does God want the people of Israel to learn from the experience of being “brought back 
to life”?

What relationship, belief, dream, or habit do you need God to bring back to life for you?

Prayer:
Lord, breathe life into me so that I may know you are the Lord

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ezk.37.1-14.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/ezk.37.5.NIV


December 6 

Reading: 
Judges 6:1, 11-16

The Lord answered, “I will be with you…” (Judges 6:16)

Reflection Questions:
How & why does God’s solution to the Midianite oppression surprise Gideon?

How might God be calling you to be part of the solution to a challenge in your life or the life 
of a friend?

Prayer:
Lord, empower me to bring hope to others

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jdg.6.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jdg.6.11-16.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jdg.6.16.NIV


December 7 

Reading: 
1 Peter 1:3-9

In his great mercy, he has given us new birth into a living hope (1 Peter 1:3)

Reflection Questions:
What does Peter say we will gain from our present suffering and trials?

What are some specific ways God has cared for you during past times of suffering that you can 
rejoice in today?

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for giving me living hope

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/1pe.1.3-9
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/1pe.1.3


December 8 

Reading: 
Psalm 130:1-8

I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning (Psalm 130:6)

Reflection Questions:
What does the Psalmist say about the Lord that enables the psalmist to both wait and hope in 
the Lord?

How do you need the Lord to help you wait for him in your own life?

Prayer:
Lord, give me the strength to wait on you

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.130.1-8
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.130.6


December 9 

Reading: 
Jeremiah 29:1, 10-14

“I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity” 
(Jeremiah 29:14)

Reflection Questions:
Even though the Israelites must live in exile for 70 years, how does the Lord offer hope in this passage?

Is there anything you need to change in order to seek the Lord with your whole heart?

Prayer:
Lord, give me the discipline to seek you with my whole heart

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jer.29.1.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jer.29.10-14.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jer.29.14.NIV


Reading: 
Luke 18:35-43

Son of David, have mercy on me! (Luke 18:38)

Reflection Questions:
What does the blind man do to find hope in the midst of his literal and figurative darkness?

How does this story encourage or challenge you to respond to the hard situations of your 
own life?

As you reflect back on this second week of Advent, what new perspective do you have about 
God being present with you in your trials?

Prayer:
Lord, help me continue to have faith in your mercy

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

Hope Fulfilled - December 10

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.18.35-43.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.18.38.NIV


Week 3: Remembering God’s Promises

Christian hope is different from “optimism.”  Optimism 

simply looks toward the future and thinks that things will 

turn out well.  Christian hope looks toward the past; it 

sees the promises God has already fulfilled and trusts 

that God will fulfill more promises in the days to come.  

Whether we have to wait days, years, or a lifetime, we 

have faith that God will keep his word to us — because 

he has done so before!  This week, we will spend time 

studying Scripture that reminds us of God’s faithfulness 

to his people.



December 11

Reading: 
Isaiah 43:1-7

I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west (Isaiah 43:5)

Reflection Questions:
Even though the Jews are currently living in exile, what does God promise to do for them in 
these verses?

As you think about how you are “in exile,” or waiting for God, which one of God’s promises in 
these verses brings you the most hope?

Prayer:
Lord, bring me back to your presence

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.43.1-7.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.43.5.NIV


December 12

Reading: 
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said… (Matthew 1:22)

Reflection Questions:
In the midst of a difficult situation, what do you think enabled Joseph to trust God and go  
forward with his engagement to Mary?

How do you need the Lord’s encouragement to keep moving forward in a hard situation?

Prayer:
Lord, speak to me so I might move forward obediently

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.7.14
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mat.1.18-25.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mat.1.22.NIV


December 13

Reading: 
2 Samuel 7:8-16

I have been with you wherever you have gone (2 Samuel 7:9)

Reflection Questions:
What reasons did David have to trust God’s promise about establishing the kingdom of David’s 
descendant?

What has God done for you in the past that can help you trust him with your future?

Prayer:
Lord, remind me of what you have done for me so I will trust you

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2sa.7.8-16.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2sa.7.9.NIV


December 14

Reading: 
Isaiah 9:1-7; Luke 1:26-38

For no word from God will ever fail (Luke 1:37)

Reflection Questions:
How does Mary response to Gabriel change over the course of their interaction?

How do Gabriel’s final words, “No word from God will ever fail,” encourage or challenge you 
personally?

Prayer:
Lord, help me be a willing servant just like Mary

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.9.1-7
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.1.26-38
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.1.27


December 15

Reading: 
Luke 1:67-80

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people (Luke 1:68)

Reflection Questions:
According to Zechariah, what are all the results of God’s messiah coming to his people?

Which one of the fulfilled promises in this passage stands out to you personally, and why?

Prayer:
Lord, I praise you for redeeming your people

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.1.67-80.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.1.68.NIV


December 16

Reading: 
Deuteronomy 7:7-9

He is the faithful God… (Deuteronomy 7:9)

Reflection Questions:
What do these verses tell us about why God freed his people from Egypt and why he also sent 
Jesus Christ to rescue us today?

Based on these verses, how does God feel about you?

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for being faithful to me

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/deu.7.7-9.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/deu.7.9.NIV


Reading: 
Romans 8:1-4

…through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free (Romans 8:2)

Reflection Questions:
What does Paul say we have gained because God sent his son?

This Advent season, how do you want to live more according to the Spirit?

As you reflect back on this third week of Advent, how does focusing on God’s faithfulness 
change the way you look forward to Christmas Day?

Prayer:
Lord, help me live according to the Spirit

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

Hope Fulfilled - December 17

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.8.1-4.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.8.2.NIV


Week 4: Our Hope is Realized

After a long wait, the day of our Savior’s birth finally 

arrives.  Even though we have been waiting in faith, 

the wait has been long and difficult.  For that reason, 

we can truly celebrate!  This week, we will spend time 

studying Scripture that helps us celebrate the birth 

of God’s son and reflect on how his incarnation has 

changed everything for us and the world.



December 18

Reading: 
John 1:1-14

The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14)

Reflection Questions:
What is significant about Jesus being with God at creation and also becoming flesh to dwell 
among us?

What does it mean for you to hope in the living Word of God?

Prayer:
Lord, prepare my heart to receive the light of the world

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jhn.1.1-14
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jhn.1.14


December 19

Reading: 
Luke 2:1-20

I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people (Luke 2:10)

Reflection Questions:
If you keep in mind that shepherds held a lower social status in this culture, what is significant 
about the angels appearing to them and giving them this message?

This Advent season, are you ready to celebrate that the good news is for all people — including you?

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for the great joy of Christ coming

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.2.1-20.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.2.10.NIV


December 20

Reading: 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Matthew 2:1-12

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed (Matthew 2:10)

Reflection Questions:
What do these verses from Isaiah 52 and Matthew 2 teach us about how far the good news of 
Christ’s birth can reach?

How do you need the gospel story to fulfill the hopes of someone else that you know & love?

Prayer:
Lord, help others to receive the good news of Christmas today

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.52.7-10.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mat.2.1-12
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mat.2.10


December 21

Reading: 
Mark 5:25-34

“If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed” (Mark 5:28)

Reflection Questions:
Beyond just having faith, what does this woman do to see her hopes fulfilled?

In what ways are you desperate to see Jesus bring healing in your life this Advent season?

Prayer:
Lord, grant us faith, that we might be freed of suffering

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mrk.5.25-34
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/mrk.5.28


December 22

Reading: 
Titus 2:11-14

…to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good (Titus 2:14)

Reflection Questions:
According to Titus 2, what changes does the “grace of God appearing” produce in us?

How do you want the coming of Jesus to change you and the way you live?

Prayer:
Lord, redeem me and make me eager to do what is good

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/tit.2.11-14
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/tit.2.14


December 23

Reading: 
Luke 2:25-38

“For my eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30)

Reflection Questions:
How do Simeon and Anna embody what it means to see patient-hope finally fulfilled?

How are you still longing to see Jesus show up this Advent season?

What has Jesus done this Advent season that you can celebrate?

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for sending your son — the redemption of the world

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.2.25-38
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/luk.2.30


Reading: 
Psalm 100; John 1:29; Revelation 5:11-13

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)

Reflection Questions:
In these passages, how do people respond to seeing their “hope fulfilled”?

How do you want to respond today to the birth of Jesus Christ?

As you reflect back on this entire Advent Season, what new hopes do you have as you move 
forward in life?

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for sending your son, the Lamb of God

Daily Gratitude: 
Today, I am grateful for…

Hope Fulfilled - December 24

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.100.1-5
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jhn.1.29
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rev.5.11-13
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/jhn.1.29
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