
UNITED METHODIST LEADERS  
IN DISOBEDIENCE 

We have leaders at every level of 
the United Methodist Church in the 

U.S. who have chosen to be in 
open violation of our Book of 

Discipline. Those leaders include 
Bishops, Boards of Ordained 
Ministry (including Florida), 

National Boards and Agencies, and 
Clergy at every level of service to 
the Church. Because Bishops in 

our system are tasked with 
discipline and keeping the order, 

they are allowing this disobedience 
to continue by simply refusing to 

process complaints. 

CAN TRUST BE RESTORED? 

How will trust be restored is a fair 
question to ask of those who wish 
everyone to stay in the UMC? I am 
afraid that those currently in power 
appear to have a two step plan to 
deal with those who have broken 
vows and our trust. Step one is to 
excuse and enable until they can 
bring about the system changes 

they seek. Step two is for the rest 
of us to blindly trust that once these 
vow breakers get everything they 
want and are appeased, they will 
fall back into full compliance with 

their vows. As every parent knows, 
the best way to get any unruly child 
to return to compliance in the midst 

of them throwing a fit is to give 
them everything they want.
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SHEET
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Purpose:  The problem of broken trust 
and what to do about it
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
IS UNGOVERNABLE 

As with any volunteer organization, 
the health of the organization 
depends on the integrity of the 

people who make vows to uphold 
the Discipline and the willingness 

of the leadership to guard that 
health by enforcing the 

consequences if those vows are 
broken so that good order can be 

kept. Meanwhile, no one in the 
leadership of the UMC or #beUMC 
is talking about if or how the UMC 
might restore trust and order in the 
Denomination. Right now we are 
truly ungovernable and no one in 
authority seems to be addressing 

how to remedy the situation. 
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Interesting Article on the lack of middle 
ground in human sexuality discussions 

Article on the Election of the 2nd 
openly gay Bishop in the U.S. church 

Dr. Ben Witherington III shares an overall 
scope of what is happening in the UMC, with 

focus on the disobedience in the 
Denomination. 

Video - a good overview of what is 
happening 

https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-35-number-4/methods-out-madness
https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-35-number-4/methods-out-madness
https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-35-number-4/methods-out-madness
https://www.acton.org/religion-liberty/volume-35-number-4/methods-out-madness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjydUH-lfDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjydUH-lfDo
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/sorry-anglicans-there-is-no-third-way/
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/sorry-anglicans-there-is-no-third-way/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/western-elects-cedrick-bridgeforth-as-bishop
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/western-elects-cedrick-bridgeforth-as-bishop
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