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Drawing Near to a Holy God: The Altar and the Priest

The Bronze Altar — sin must be dealt with




Exodus 29:38-39

This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day: two lambs a year
old. Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight.

Hebrews 10:11-12

Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again
he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this Priest
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God

John 1:29

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Exodus 29:42-46

“For the generations to come this burnt offering is to be made regularly at the
entrance to the tent of meeting, before the Lord. There I will meet you and speak to
you; there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the place will be consecrated by

my glory.

“So I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron
and his sons to serve me as priests. Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be
their God. They will know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of
Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord their God.

The Priests - We need someone to represent us before God.
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Exodus 28:1

Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his
sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests.

Jesus is our great High Priest.
Hebrews 4:14

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

Hebrews 7:25

Therefore, He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him,
because He always lives to intercede for them.

God commanded that special garments be made for Aaron.

Exodus 28:2

Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron to give him dignity and honor.
Exodus 28:6-12

“Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted
linen—the work of skilled hands. It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two
of its corners, so it can be fastened. Its skillfully woven waistband is to be like it—
of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet
yarn, and with finely twisted linen.

“Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel in the
order of their birth—six names on one stone and the remaining six on the

other. Engrave the names of the sons of Israel on the two stones the way a gem
cutter engraves a seal. Then mount the stones in gold filigree settings and fasten
them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel.
Aaron is to bear the names on his shoulders as a memorial before the Lord.

Isaiah 53:4

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished
by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.

1 Peter 2:24

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”



Exodus 28:29

Aaron shall carry the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment
over his heart when he enters the holy place, for a memorial before
the Lord continually.

You are not merely a responsibility to Jesus. You are someone He loves.
The golden plate — Holiness to the Lord
Exodus 28:36-38

“You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the
engravings of a seal, ‘Holy to the Lord.” You shall fasten it on a blue cord, and it
shall be on the turban; it shall be at the front of the turban. It shall be on Aaron’s
forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons
of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his
forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him

The priests had to be consecrated
Romans 12:1

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.

Romans 8:34

....Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Jesus became both our sacrifice and our Great High Priest!
He became the way!

What happens after the sacrifice has been made and the way into
God's presence has been opened?

The Altar of Incense and the Bronze Basin.

Now that Jesus has made a way for us to draw near to God, are we
living like people invited into His presence?



